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I get those goosebumps every time you come around.

Mothballs, bourbon, fresh fruit, rotten socks, ash, body odor, caramel,
and trash. Someone tricked us into thinking that words should be
read. We read the words, we rattle them out like somebody spitting
rocks, but the act of reading is also an act of ingestion. We succeed
in surrendering ourselves. For most of our life we had trouble eating.
We desired to de-create ourselves to the point that we could subsist
without eating at all, living on words alone.
We read together pronouncing the words out loud, emphasizing the
relationship of the body of text and the collective body. Young Girl
Reading Group is a sonar-social architecture of shared curiosity and
synchronicity. An audition for audacity, where reading becomes a
rhizomatic network of voices, suggestions, references. The readers
are placed in casual lounging positions, bringing to mind bodies
hanging out in bedrooms; through this a sense of intimacy and
vulnerability is generated.
The intimacy of contact shapes bodies as they orient toward each
other, doing diﬀerent kinds of work. Queer desires enact the comingout story as a story of “coming to,” of arriving near other bodies, as a
contact that makes a story and opens up other ways of facing the
world. They create spaces, often temporary spaces that come and
go with the coming and going of the bodies that inhabit them.
from YGRG159: SULK, 2018
The exhibition I get those goosebumps every time you come around
comprises of a series of works depicting the technological mediation
of Young Girl Reading Group’s* activity. Central to the series is the
newly developed fragrance conceived in collaboration with
International Flavors and Fragrances Inc. in New York. RYXPER
1126AE is a synthetic molecular replica produced, on the basis of the
smell collected with the use of headspace technology, during the
performance YGRG159: SULK (2018), at ANTI - 6th Athens Biennial.
This smell bears a poetic sign or memory of belonging to a certain
intimate collective experience, of being and reading together but can
also be understood as an olfactory method of documentation of
performance and space.
We see role of scent as interface which creates a volatile passage
between the virtual dimension and the physical body. Seemingly
operating beyond the reach of everyday cognitive processes and
data collection mechanisms, smell appears as a potential area of
resistance to capital’s absorption. Understanding that it is
significantly harder to quantitatively pin down the olfactory as a
trackable sensation, we employ smell in the same way as image
documentation, thus problematizing the perceived immateriality of
smell.
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T h i n k i n g t h r o u g h Fo u c a u l d i a n b i o p o l i t i c s a s w e l l a s
pharmacopornographic regime (Paul B. Preciado), we can no longer
understand
bodies as “finite unities” but instead fluid, porous
cartographies or else distributed networks of corporate agency
(Margarida Mendes). Conceived through six acts, contractual, rituallike gestures carried out, as part of the choreography of YGRG159:
SULK (2018), contribute to the olfactory composition of RYXPER
1126AE. The smell is a reflection on the economy of the
transformative experience.
YGRG159: SULK (2018) variously depicted throughout the material
works present in the gallery, is a performance for three, a site of a
collective reading, where an embodied vocabulary develops within
the group. The text read borrows from diverse references including
Ursula K. Le Guin, Margarida Mendes, Elvia Wilk, Donna Haraway,
Sarah Ahmed, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Sarah Sharma, Octavia Butler,
Olga Tokarczuk, Leslie Jamison, Paul B. Preciado, Richard Sennett,
Timothy Morton, Hito Steyerl, Martti Kalliala and others. The
movement is organised around a set of collectively carried out tasks
including: awkward reading poses, self-documentation, arbitrary
ritual-like gestures, changing of garments, repetition and reduction of
movement. YGRG asks to consider itself as a constant process of
becoming; a loop of re-posting, re-staging and re-appropriating,
simultaneously happening within the space and streamed on
@y_g_r_g instagram. The performers’ bodies mimic one another
while in the same time freely borrowing from the images on the
multiple screens.
Dorota Gawęda ( b. 1986, Lublin, PL) and Eglė Kulbokaitė ( b. 1987, Kaunas,
LT) are an artist duo formed in 2013, based in Basel (CH) and Athens (GR).
Their work is currently on view at ANTI- 6th Athens Biennale and 13th Baltic
Triennial, Kim?, Riga. They have previously exhibited at: Art in General, New
York; FriArt, Fribourg, Switzerland; Martin Gropius Bau, Berlin; 6th Moscow
Biennale of Young Art, MMOMA; Musée d’Orsay, Paris; Cell Project Space,
London; Palais de Tokyo, Paris; Amanda Wilkinson Gallery, London; Galerie
Barbara Weiss, Berlin; Kunstverein Freiburg, Germany; 13th Baltic Triennial,
Contemporary Art Centre, Vilnius and Tallinna Kunstihoone, Tallinn;
Kunsthalle Basel; Institute of Contemporary Art, London; SMK, Denmark,
Copenhagen; Kunstverein für die Rheinlande und Westfalen, Düsseldorf;
MoMA, Warsaw; SALTS, Basel; LISTE Performance Project, Basel; 9th Berlin
Biennale; CCS Bard, New York; Kunsthalle Zürich; Le Musée d’Art moderne
de la Ville de Paris, etc. Upcoming exhibitions include: Les Urbaines,
Lausanne, Switzerland; KALEIDOSCOPE takeover, Spazio Maiocchi, Milan;
solo exhibitions at FUTURA, Prague and Schimmel Projects, Dresden among
others. In 2019 Gawęda and Kulbokaitė will be on residency at NKDale,
Norway, TU Dresden and Triangle Marseille, France.
*YOUNG GIRL READING GROUP (YGRG) is an ongoing performative project
founded by the artists in 2013 in Berlin. YGRG investigates the act of reading
as intimate experience, holding the potentiality to become public through the
“outlouding” of words, otherwise under-emphasized. In correspondence with
Tiqqun’s Preliminary Materials For a Theory of the Young-Girl, but organized
around queer and feminist thought, and inspired by both theory and fiction,
YGRG provides an intimate discursive space within the experience of
collective reading.
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LIST OF WORKS:
SULK, 2018
Video with sound 15 mins : 13 sec
Performed by Belle Santos, Petros Touloudis and Hara Kiri at ANTI6th Athens Biennale, 2018.
This Heat of Anxiety Is Very Real, 2018
Video with sound 42 mins : 10 sec
Performed by Belle Santos, Petros Touloudis and Hara Kiri at ANTI6th Athens Biennale, 2018.
Sound mix by Dodomundo.
I get those goosebumps every time you come around, 2018
Stainless steel, fountain mechanism, aluminium bottle with lab label,
RYXPER 1126AE oil based fragrance @15% 40B, distilled water
Fragrance produced with International Flavors and Fragrances Inc. in
New York.
Leave no trace, 2018
Digital print on organza, 8 x 1.40x 2.50m, custom made chromealuminium railings and fixtures
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